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The International ISBN Agency



We coordinate and supervise the world's essential identifier for books
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The global system with a local network
With 150 regional or national registration agencies, ISBN is used in more than 200 countries and territories
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Increasing efficiency for the book industry supply chain
ISBN is the unique identifier for every title, edition and format
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            Easily recognisable as the identifier for all kinds of books, the International Standard Book Number is key to an efficient and effective book supply chain.

The International ISBN Agency is the registration authority for the Standard on a global basis. 
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  	International ISBN Agency – our solidarity with Ukraine
  


  Photo of the National Flag of Ukraine





 

The images of the death, maiming and devastation wrought on the civilians of Ukraine, their homes, hospitals and cultural buildings following the pitiless invasion by Russia have been seared into our minds. This totally unprovoked war on a sovereign, independent country is completely and universally deplored and condemned. It threatens the foundations of democracy and disregards and violates human rights. 

Alongside all participants of the book sector – authors, contributors, publishers, librarians, retailers, printers and distributors – we call for immediate ceasefire,…


Read more

	ISBN Annual General Meeting takes place in Rabat
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The 2023 Annual General Meeting took place on 12 and 13 September in Rabat, Morocco. This was the second in-person meeting following a two-year hiatus during the Covid pandemic. The meeting welcomed 47 delegates representing mostly ISBN agencies across the world, with people from key publishing industry organisations also present.

The meeting was hosted by the Bibliothèque Nationale du Royaume du Maroc (the National Library of Morocco), which runs the ISBN Agency and which worked so hard to produce and lively and interesting Annual General Meeting (AGM). We…


Read more
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  	ISBN Annual General Meeting takes place in Rabat

October 4th, 2023

The 2023 Annual General Meeting took place on 12 and 13 September in Rabat, Morocco. This was the second in-person meeting following a two-year hiatus during the Covid pandemic. The meeting…
Read more
	IIA statement on the Morocco earthquake

September 10th, 2023

The International ISBN Agency is holding its Annual General Meeting in Morocco this week and many national ISBN Agencies will be attending.

We have watched the news about the terrible…
Read more
	Filipino version of the ISBN Users' Manual available

May 25th, 2023

We are delighted to announce that a version of the ISBN Users' Manual translated into Filipino is now available from the International ISBN Agency's website. 

We are grateful to Jennifer…
Read more
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